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INTRODUCTION

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t) Information about the impacts the proposed facility would have on
recreational opportunities in the analysis area, providing evidence to support a finding by the
Council as required by OAR 345-022-0100, including:

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND FACILITIES IN THE ANALYSIS AREA

OAR-345-021-0010(1)(t) (A) A description of important recreational opportunities in the
analysis area considering the criteria in OAR 345-022-0100 including information on the factors
listed in OAR 345-022-0100(1).

Response: The analysis area for impacts on recreational opportunities includes the area
within the site boundary and extends five miles beyond the site boundary in Oregon
and Washington as shown in Figure T-1 (Appendix T-1). In general, recreational
activities within the analysis area include upland bird and big game (i.e., deer) hunting,
rafting, boating, fishing, sightseeing, nature and wildlife photography, and bicycling.
Horseback riding, hiking, and camping may also occur on a limited basis. (Kohl 2007,
Mottl, H. 2007, Mottl, T. 2007). Water-based recreation activities occur on the nearby
Deschutes River and Columbia River (i.e., Lake Celilo impounded by The Dalles Dam
and Lake Umatilla impounded by John Day Dam). Recreational opportunities within
the site boundary are generally limited to “access by permission only” upland bird and
deer hunting on private property and viewing historic trail alignments from county
roads.

OAR 345-022-0100 prescribes criteria used to evaluate a recreation facility’s relative
importance: any special designation or management, degree of demand, outstanding or
unusual qualities, availability or rareness, and irreplaceability or irretrievability of the
opportunity. No important recreational facilities or opportunities exist within the site
boundary. Several potentially important opportunities have been identified in the
analysis area:

e Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area

e Deschutes River Corridor

e Deschutes River State Recreation Area

e Columbia River Corridor (i.e., Lake Celilo and Lake Umatilla)

o (liffs Park (USACE)

e Giles French Park (USACE)

e Rufus Landing (USACE)

e Maryhill State Park

e Journey Through Time Scenic Byway (US 97)

e Oregon National Historic Oregon Trail, including the Barlow Road Cutoff Trail

e Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
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e Maryhill Museum of Art

e Maryhill’s Stonehenge

e Sherman County Historical Museum (Moro, Oregon)

e Sherman County Fairgrounds and RV Park (Moro, Oregon)
e DeMoss Springs Memorial Park

e Moro City Park

e Wasco City Park

e Upland bird and deer hunting

These potentially important recreational facilities and opportunities have been evaluated
against the criteria prescribed in OAR 345-022-0100, a summary of which is included in
Attachment T-1. Based on this evaluation, thirteen important recreational facilities and
opportunities have been identified within the analysis area. It is questionable if DeMoss
Springs Memorial Park substantially meets the criteria to be considered important, but
has been included as an important facility for the sake of completeness. These facilities
and opportunities are described below. Cliffs Park, Giles French Park, Rufus Landing,
and Maryhill State Park are all located on the shores of the Columbia River; their
descriptions are included in the description for the Columbia River. Similarly, the
Deschutes State Recreation Area is included in the description for the Deschutes River.

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area

The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (CRGNSA) is managed for an
“unparalleled combination of scenery, geology, plants, wildlife, and multicultural
history” (Columbia River Gorge Commission and USDA 1992). The exceptional beauty
of this region is largely derived from its diverse character. Within an hour’s drive, one
can experience towering cliffs and forests, orchards and farms, and sweeping
grasslands. The Scenic Area Act’s first purpose includes a mandate to protect and
enhance scenic resources in the gorge (Columbia River Gorge Commission and USDA
1992).

The analysis area for Exhibit T intersects approximately the eastern two miles of the
CRGNSA in Washington. The analysis area just intersects the CRGNSA boundary in
Oregon. Key viewing areas (KVAs) are important viewpoints open to the public
offering opportunities to view the gorge. KVAs within the analysis area include
Interstate 84 (I-84), Washington State Route 14 (SR-14), and the Columbia River. SR-14 is
also designated a Scenic Travel Corridor (Columbia River Gorge Commission and
USDA 1992).

Deschutes River Corridor

The Deschutes River within the analysis area is designated a Federal Wild and Scenic
River (WSR) and a State Scenic Waterway. The Federal WSR boundary varies with an
average width of approximately Ys-mile on either side of the river. The boundary exists
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to “protect or enhance the outstandingly remarkable values that caused the river to be
designated” (USDI 1993). Public access within the analysis area is generally limited to
boat, foot, or bicycle access. An abandoned railroad grade provides foot and bicycle
access on the east side of the river. The canyon character is naturally appearing and
relatively remote. Primary recreational uses include boating, rafting, and fishing.
Secondary uses include upland bird hunting, sightseeing, and nature/wildlife
photography (Mottl, T. 2007, Mottl H., 2007). Use levels are generally low to moderate
except during the late summer/fall steelhead fishing season when high numbers of
anglers use the area (USDI 1993).

The Deschutes State Recreation Area is located at the confluence of the Deschutes and
Columbia Rivers on the east bank of the Deschutes. This tree-shaded park allows
overnight camping. The park has electrical hookups for RV users, primitive camping
sites, restrooms, but no showers.

Columbia River Corridor

The Columbia River Corridor provides water-based recreational activities including
picnicking, boating, fishing, swimming, water skiing, camping, and windsurfing. Lake
Celilo was created upon completion of The Dalles Dam, a hydroelectric facility, in 1957
that impounds the Columbia River near The Dalles, Oregon. Lake Umatilla was created
upon completion of John Day Dam in 1971. Local, state, and federal agencies have
developed several parks along the shores of the Columbia within the analysis area
including Cliffs Park, Giles French Park, Rufus Landing, and Maryhill State Park.

Cliffs Park is located on the Washington side of the river along a long flat just
downstream from John Day Dam. Services are limited. The park is popular among RV
users who can park near the shore, fishermen, and windsurfers. The park is managed
by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).

Giles French Park and Rufus Landing, located near Rufus, Oregon across the river from
Cliffs Park, are also managed by USACE. Giles French Park is more developed with
designated RV spaces and a concrete boat ramp. Rufus Landing is immediately
downstream of Giles French Park and is popular among windsurfers and fishermen.

Maryhill State Park is operated by Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission.
The 99-acre camping park includes 4,700 feet of Columbia River waterfront. Services
include boat ramp, picnicking, fishing, swimming, water skiing, windsurfing, and
camping. Facilities include trailer hookups, an RV dump station, restrooms, showers,
and handicap facilities.

Journey Through Time Scenic Byway

The Journey Through Time Scenic Byway is a designated Oregon State Scenic Byway.
The byway runs south out of Biggs along US 97 through the analysis area to Shaniko,
where it turns east, and eventually courses to Baker City. The “route celebrates an area
of uncommonly rich history. The route is a story of fortunes made and lost, of Chinese
laborers and their culture, of towns that boomed and busted, of timber, agriculture, and
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pioneer settlers” (Wetter 1996). Primary recreational uses include sightseeing and road
touring. There are no developed scenic overlooks or waysides along the byway in the
analysis area.

Oregon National Historic Trail and Barlow Road Cutoff Trail

Although the trail alignments technically meet the criteria of being important
recreational opportunities, agricultural practices and other development activities have
destroyed nearly all evidence of the trails in the analysis area. No intact segments have
been identified within the site boundary. No intact accessible segments have been
identified within the analysis area. Two High Potential Sites, Biggs Junction and
Deschutes Crossing, occur within the analysis area (USDI 1999). A small interpretive
marker has been placed west of Biggs, Oregon, along US 30.

Trail crossings at county and state roads are occasionally signed within the analysis area.
The surrounding landscape is primarily private land cultivated for wheat, so the
recreational opportunity is limited to visiting and viewing the approximate historic
alignments from county roads.

Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail

Congress designated the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail in 1978 to
commemorate the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804 through 1806. The Trail is
administered by the National Park Service as a component of the National Park System.
Many of the historic and cultural resources related to the expedition have either been
altered or destroyed; the expedition left practically no visible evidence of its passing.
The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Comprehensive Plan for Management and
Use identifies the primary purpose of the National Historic Trail as “commemoration of
the historic events that form the Trail’s central theme” (USDI 1982).

There are no intact trail segments or other historic features in the analysis area. Most of
the barriers the expedition faced are now inundated by Lake Celilo and Lake Umatilla.
Lewis and Clark camped near Cliffs Park on October 21, 1805 (USDI 1982). Interpretive
features such as panels and signs have been developed at various locations including
pullouts along SR-14, Maryhill Museum of Art, and Deschutes River State Recreation
Area.

Maryhill Museum of Art

The Maryhill Museum of Art is situated on 6,000 acres and overlooks the Columbia
River from Washington across from Biggs, Oregon. Sam Hill purchased the land in
1907; the Museum is housed in the mansion he began constructing on site in 1914. The
Museum has been accredited by the American Association of Museums and seeks to
enrich the lives of its visitors by providing access to the Museum’s influential history
and a broad spectrum of artistic expression (www.maryhillmuseum.org/about.htm).
The Museum opened to the public on May 13, 1940.
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Maryhill’s Stonehenge

Sam Hill built Maryhill’s Stonehenge as a tribute to Klickitat County soldiers who lost
their lives in World War I. The structure is a full scale replica of England’s famous
neolithic Stonehenge and was the first monument in the US to honor the dead of World
War I. Located about four miles east of Maryhill Art Museum, the location now includes
monument to Klickitat County soldiers fallen in World War 1II, Korea, and Vietnam
(www.marvhillmuseum.org/about.htm).

DeMoss Springs Memorial Park

DeMoss Springs Memorial Park is a Sherman County park located between Wasco and
Moro on US 97 and marks the location of the DeMoss family townsite. The DeMoss
Lyric Bards were a relatively famous family of traveling musicians touring the US and
beyond between 1872 and 1933. They studied and played abroad for world leaders and
played at five world fairs. The family settled at the current park site in 1883; the park
was dedicated to Sherman County in 1921. Park facilities include two shelters, a picnic
area, and interpretive signs.

POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACTS TO THE OPPORTUNITIES IDENTIFIED

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t)(B) A description of significant potential adverse impacts to the
opportunities identified in (A) including, but not limited to, potential impacts such as:

(i) Direct or indirect loss of an opportunity as a result of construction or operation.

Response: The proposed facility would not occur within the boundaries of, nor
would it impede access to, any of the recreational opportunities identified.

Regarding the Oregon National Historic Trail, the proposed facility occurs on
private property on which no intact trail segments have been identified. Further,
the Project would not affect existing locations where the historic trail alignments
cross county roads, nor would turbines be constructed over the historic
alignments. Access roads would cross the historic alignments in a few locations,
but would not impact intact segments because none exist at the proposed access
road crossings.

There would be no direct or indirect loss of recreational opportunity as a result of
project design, construction, or operation.

(ii)  Noise resulting from facility construction or operation.

Response: The noise analysis conducted for the proposed facility indicates the
proposed facility would be inaudible from all recreational opportunities in the
analysis area except the Oregon National Historic Trail, Journey Through Time
Scenic Byway, and DeMoss Springs Memorial Park. There are no intact trail
segments or developed facilities associated with the Trail in the analysis area, so
there would be no impacts to the Trail. It is assumed that recreational use of the
Journey Through Time Scenic Byway would primarily be auto touring. It is
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further assumed that noise resulting from facility operation would not be heard
from inside a moving, closed vehicle, or would be drowned out by highway
noise from a moving, open vehicle, so no impacts would occur. The maximum
noise level at DeMoss Springs Memorial Park would be approximately 48 dBA.
This noise level would be audible, and would be below the Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) limit of 50 dBA.

Noise resulting from facility construction or operation would not adversely affect
important recreational opportunities and facilities identified in the analysis area.

Increased traffic resulting from facility construction or operation.

Response: A detailed description of traffic resulting from facility construction
and operation is included in Exhibit U.

The construction access route includes using US 97 from Biggs Junction at I-84 to
the US 97/0R 206 intersection near Wasco. Construction traffic may also
approach the site from the south on US 97. Construction traffic would use OR
206 to reach Wasco, and then use a series of local Sherman County roads to reach
construction sites within the site boundary. Several local roads would need to be
improved to accommodate heavier construction equipment, resulting in a long-
term improvement to the local road system.

Temporary impacts such as short-term traffic delays on US 97 and local roads
may affect access to Journey Through Time Scenic Byway and DeMoss Springs
Memorial Park. Several passing lanes on US 97 would alleviate potential impacts
along the travel corridor. Traffic demands on local roads are currently low. Any
effects are expected to be temporary, negligible, and would not have detrimental
impact on the byway or park. Long-term negative impacts due to traffic would
be negligible because the facility would employ 10 to 15 people.

The remaining important recreational opportunities and facilities are distant
enough from the proposed facility that they would not be affected by increased
traffic. In conclusion, increased traffic resulting from facility construction or
operation would not adversely impact important recreational opportunities of
facilities in the analysis area.

Visual impacts of facility structures or plumes.

Response: The proposed facility would not be visible from the Deschutes River
corridor including the Deschutes River State Recreation Area and the Columbia
River corridor including Cliffs Park, Giles French Park, Rufus Landing, and
Maryhill State Park.

Portions of some turbines and transmission facilities may be visible in the
background from Maryhill Museum of Art. The viewshed from the museum is
already encroached upon by steel lattice towers and transmission lines, grain
elevators, the community of Biggs, Oregon, and interstate highway and rail
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development. Because of this and because of the relatively long distance from
the museum to the turbines, impacts to the museum would be minimal. Impacts
to the CRGNSA (viewed from SR-14), Maryhill’s Stonehenge, and any
interpretive signage associated with the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
would also be minimal for similar reasons.

The proposed facility would be visible from the Oregon National Historic Trail
alignment, but not from the High Potential Sites identified in the Trail’s
management plan. Further, there are no known intact, accessible trail segments
from which the proposed facility would be visible. Therefore, there would be no
impact to the Trail.

The proposed facility would be visible from the Journey Through Time Scenic
Byway. The Byway’s management plan does not prescribe scenic management
goals, but rather emphasizes four discrete goals: 1) Create jobs, 2) Maintain rural
lifestyles, 3) Protect important values (i.e., historical attractions and artifacts),
and 4) Build identity for the North Central Region (Wetter 1996). The proposed
facility will create jobs and support farming in this rural area. Therefore, the
Project is compatible with the byway management plan goals.

The proposed facility would also be visible from DeMoss Springs Memorial Park.
Turbines would be partially screened by existing vegetation. No management
plans or visual resource management objectives for with the park have been
identified; the Sherman County Comprehensive Plans supports the development
of renewable resources, specifically wind (Sherman County 2003). While
turbines would be visible, the park is not managed for visual quality.

In conclusion, visual impacts from the design, construction, and operation of the
proposed facility would not significantly impact important recreation
opportunities identified in the analysis area.

T4 MITIGATION MEASURES

OAR 345-021-0010(1) (t)(C) A description of any measures the applicant proposes to avoid,
reduce, or otherwise mitigate the adverse impacts identified in (B).

Response: Because the proposed project would not result in significant adverse impacts,
no mitigation is proposed.

T.5 MAP OF ANALYSIS AREA

OAR 345-021-0010(1) (t)(D) A map of the analysis area showing the locations of important
recreational opportunities identified in (A).

Response: Figure T-1 shows the analysis area for recreational opportunities and facilities
and important recreational facilities identified pursuant to OAR 345-021-0010(t)(A).
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MONITORING PROGRAM

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t)(E) The applicant’s proposed monitoring program, if any, for impacts to
recreational opportunities.

Response: Because no significant impacts have been identified and because no
mitigation is warranted or proposed, a monitoring plan is not proposed.
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FIGURE T-1
Important Recreational Opportunities
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ATTACHMENT T-1

Summary of Recreational Importance Evaluation
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