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INTRODUCTION 

Exhibit L addresses impacts the Project will have on Protected Areas in the facility 
analysis area. This Exhibit responds to the provisions of OAR 345-021-0010(1)(L), which 
requires the submission of: 

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(L) Information about the proposed facility’s impact on Protected Areas, 
providing evidence to support a finding by the Council as required by OAR 345-022-0040, 
including: 

L.1 

L.2 LIST OF PROTECTED AREAS 

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(L)(A) A list of the protected areas within the analysis area showing the 
distance and direction from the proposed facility and the basis for protection by reference to a 
specific subsection under OAR 345-022-0040(1). 

Response: The analysis area for impacts on Protected Areas includes the area within the 
site boundary and extends 20 miles beyond the site boundary in Oregon and 
Washington. Figure L-1 illustrates the analysis area and 21 identified Protected Areas 
within the analysis area. Table L-1 lists these Protected Areas, the state in which they 
occur, their approximate minimum distance from the proposed facility, and the 
applicable OAR 345-022-0040(1) subsection defining the basis for protection. Subsections 
for Protected Areas in Washington have been extrapolated because the OARs do not 
address resources in states other than Oregon. 

Table L- 1.  Protected Areas Within Analysis Area and Their Approximate Minimum 
Distance from the Proposed Facility 

Protected Area 
State Direction and 

Distance from 
Golden Hills site 

(miles) 

OAR 345-022-
0040(1) 

Subsection 

John Day Wildlife Refuge  OR East, 5.3 (a) 

Goldendale Hatchery WA Northwest, 12.5 (f) 

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area OR and 
WA 

West, 2.7 (g) 

Deschutes River State Recreation Area OR West, 4.3 (h) 

Heritage Landing (Deschutes)  OR West, 5.4 (h) 

JS Burres State Recreation Site/BLM 
Cottonwood Facility 

OR Southeast, 6,8 (h) 

Goldendale Observatory State Park WA North, 11.8 (h) 

Columbia Hills (Horsethief Lake) State Park WA Northwest, 14.0 (h) 

Doug’s Beach State Park WA Northwest, 19.9 (h) 

Maryhill State Park WA North, 1.0 (h) 

Brooks Memorial State Park WA North, 19.7 (h) 

Columbia Hills Natural Area Preserve WA Northwest, 11.7 (i) 
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Protected Area 
State Direction and 

Distance from 
Golden Hills site 

(miles) 

OAR 345-022-
0040(1) 

Subsection 

Badger Gulch Natural Area Preserve WA Northeast, 15.6 (i) 

John Day Federal Wild and Scenic River OR East, 5.2 (k) 

John Day State Scenic Waterway (Parrish 
Creek to Tumwater Falls) OR East, 5.3 (k) 

Deschutes Federal Wild and Scenic River OR West, 2.3 (k) 

Deschutes State Scenic Waterway (Pelton 
Dam to Columbia River) OR West, 2.4 (k) 

Lower Klickitat Federal Wild and Scenic River WA Northwest, 16.2 (k) 

Columbia Basin Agriculture Research Center 
(Moro) OR Southwest, 0.4 (m) 

Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area OR Southwest, 1.8 (p) 

Klickitat Wildlife Area WA Northwest, 16.6 (p) 

The proposed facility is not located within any of the Protected Areas as defined by OAR 
345-022-0040.  

MAP OF PROPOSED FACILITY IN RELATION TO PROTECTED AREAS 

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(L)(B) A map showing the location of the proposed facility in relation to 
the protected areas listed in OAR 345-022-0040 located within the analysis area. 

Response: See Figure L-1. 

L.3 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(L)(C) A description of significant potential impacts of the proposed 
facility, if any, on the Protected Areas including, but not limited to, potential impacts such as: 

Response: Through an evaluation of potential impacts, it has been determined that the 
design, construction, and operation of the facility are not likely to result in significant 
adverse impacts to Protected Areas. The evaluation is described below. 

L.4 

(i) Noise resulting from facility construction or operation; 

Response:  The noise analysis conducted for the proposed facility indicated the 
proposed facility would be inaudible from all Protected Areas except the 
Columbia Basin Agriculture Research Center.  The maximum noise level at the 
Center would be approximately 34 dBA which would be audible at times at a 
very low level, mostly late at night. 

Noise resulting from facility construction or operation would not adversely 
impact Protected Areas. 

(ii) Increased traffic resulting from facility construction or operation; 
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Response: A detailed description of traffic resulting from facility construction 
and operation is included in Exhibit U. 

The construction access route includes using US 97 from Biggs Junction at I-84 to 
the US 97/OR 206 intersection near Wasco. Construction traffic may also 
approach the site from the south on US 97.  Construction traffic would use OR 
206 to reach Wasco, and then use a series of local Sherman County roads to reach 
construction sites within the site boundary. Several local roads would need to be 
improved to accommodate heavier construction equipment, resulting in a long-
term improvement to the local road system. 

Temporary impacts such as short-term traffic delays on US 97 and local roads 
may affect access to Protected Areas associated with the John Day River and the 
Columbia Basin Agriculture Research Center. The construction route is not a 
primary access route to the John Day River, and several passing lanes on US 97 
will alleviate potential impacts along the travel corridor. Impacts to Protected 
Areas associated with the Deschutes River would be negligible because access to 
the river is primarily from I-84 and from state and local roads south of the 
analysis area. Traffic demands on local roads are currently low. Any effects are 
expected to be temporary, negligible, and would not adversely impact Protected 
Areas. Long-term negative impacts due to traffic would be negligible because the 
facility would employ 10 to 15 people. 

The remaining Protected Areas are distant enough from the Project that they 
would not be affected by increased traffic.  In conclusion, increased traffic 
resulting from facility construction or operation would not adversely impact 
Protected Areas. 

(iii) Water use during facility construction or operation; 

Response: As stated in Exhibit O, water use during facility construction will 
primarily involve dust control and making concrete. During operations, water 
use will be minimal and will include normal domestic use associated with the 
O&M facility. During construction, water will be trucked in from offsite. During 
operation, water for the O&M facility will be supplied from an exempt well near 
the O&M building. 

Water use during facility construction or operation would not impact Protected 
Areas. 

(iv) Wastewater disposal resulting from facility construction or operation; 

Response: The use of water for construction practices is not anticipated to 
generate runoff. Wastewater would not be discharged into wetlands or other 
adjacent resources. Sanitary effluent would be treated via an on-site septic 
system and stormwater would infiltrate on site.  Therefore, wastewater resulting 
from facility construction or operation would not impact Protected Areas. 
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Existing 
Turbines

PHOTO L-1: Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area viewed from Columbia Hills Natural Area 
Preserve looking southeast. Existing turbines barely discernable center background. 

 
PHOTO L-2: Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area viewed from Columbia Hills Natural Area 
Preserve looking southwest. Transmission line and City of The Dalles visible center middleground.
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PHOTO L-3: SR-14 overlook near Wishram, Washington. View of Columbia River looking southeast. 

Deschutes River confluence at center right. 

 
PHOTO L-4: SR-14 at Mile Post 97, near east boundary of CRGNSA, looking east. Transmission and 

distribution lines silhouetted center left and right. 
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